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Jcharmmg little. travel feature will describe a

= As the reader well knows,. Cahforma is to.,
many people’ the Promised Land So today’s |

-Scenic loop-through a nearby portion of the
__'Prormsed Land, with emphasis on the quaint.
antics of - certam natives in the Ko Ko Weef

; -~ Mountain area. It is sincerely hoped that not too

Inany readers get lost while following the direc-
:tions herem;set forth and that no one -at all_

' Leavmg Las Vegas your fear)ess reporter

capital of;the Mohave Desert. At this point I

had crossed the California line and was some
- two miles:inside the Promised Land. ~

< sign that said Ivanpah Road.

~All blacktop thus far, and we followed
Ivanpah Road three miles to the Cima turnoff,

‘had - driven approximately sixty-three miles, :

i, Pausing in -Nipton to pick up five gallons of |
. water, a load .of beer and two stalwart guides :
", —Red Gray and Martin “Rocky’” Allen— the °
-:three of us proceeded seven miles south to a

‘(that’s me, naturally) traveled U.S. 95 to Search- ’;
light, there taking a right turn on State High- ;
"way 68 and proceeding to Nipton, the kite ﬂymg

: L - which was well marked and up to this point

.~ even the gurdes could hardly get lost.




“tains,” with Ko Ko-Weef on the right. Ko Ko
N Veef "you may recall, .is’ supposed to hunker.
‘over a subterranean river the bed of which is
‘rich” m placer gold. Or s0 some people believe.

A man named Dorr many years deceased
.claimed o have. followed a cave down to this
~.alleged “river of gold” and mapped its course
-for'several miles underground. There are those
‘who: knew Dorr and doubt very much that he
“could ever have found his way out.of such a
‘cave. Tt is said that even above ground he could
et Jost, walking from Ko Ko Weef to Cima,

r -groceries.

-_any ‘case’ there are. two caves hlgh on the
Side of Ko Ko Weef Mountain, and trails leading
-edch, but unless you. have: somehow .acquired
niinvitation to vigit -them it might ‘be-best to -
s""’@s’tay%away “Youare still“in* s;;ooky country In
Afact syou-gre how: vinfthesposkiest part<of it.

: ‘Recently a rockhound and his wife started
p-to-the larger of the two caves and went into

hich' route he traveled pushmg a. wheelbalrow’

At this point you'are between ‘two moun-

iR

" near shock when a bearded man rolled throug

~ * One more mile and-you: ar

dust across the road ‘andcame. to his knees
with a leveled rifle in his hands. ‘The -bearded .
one told your -fearlessreporter: the- intruder -
was wearing a pistol at his side, which. is con-+
_sidered bad manners on :the SIOpe of Ko ch..*
Weef. ) :

Aseummg that you have come . thlS far
‘through the mountains without getting lost—or
shot——you will drive maybe a mile beyond the
Chivese elms and take aleft fork in the road.
Another mile and you will see signs of cxvmza-
tion. The Molly Mine at Mountain Pass will be
visible in:the distance. Two more miles and’
you will come to Groner Springs. w1th lts ancient
and half dead cottonwoods.: s

on the freeway
and headed ‘home "to- Lag -Vegas. You have
‘passed through some rare, cool country in the
~.Promised . Land.,beautlful,,country. -and quite .
Jikely iyour, pr. ogrqssnhas been noted from the .
TEvening Star Mine’oh past Ko Ko Weef. A
- Don't get bugged just because you dldn
see any of the people wno saw vou - S

1eﬂ- und Rocky Allen in Spooky Areo of Squoﬂ‘er’s Roosf

“.k'ﬂ, )




Elghtecen miles alongtheCnmaroad, which P ﬂlrﬂugh 3 0-06 ’

as mostly gravel but. kept in good condition, S IR FE S o
‘we came ‘'upon: Cima itself,-a small settlement A lel - S o L
boasting a.store where one-can replenish his OE e € COPeS o

eeg__,supply,_., - :.' B T N _ . . & . AR T - L . ()

“Already..we 'had traversed - country the - % BB RN

-

desert lover:will cherish, climbing gradually B s

hrough a Joshua forest to-an elevation of per-: . .. dut,Ek'-n'dwing"that-;;iy'hti;gbgr.éz'ﬁ&gié:i&éié;ih e

5 e

A ,hapsiﬁve‘-thousand feet.: Cool, friend, cool, with .. i hidin watching: us .~ ;
+ STvanpah Dry Lake now far behind. >% k- io {he Ko Ko Weet rong &Ventually we got back..
gt YAt-Cima:we took the Valley Wells read, still : +* -~ AT I e L

nch,-a’dirt road; excellent, and presently we ' :g(l);%i vagtghi’nymmes Somebody will ‘prob-"
i-rcame upon the Giant’s Bookcase. Or at least =~ | and. elusiee of a%ayczu.most of the time, strange *
1. thare work several, He criad, S or crise | fo use tho Scope on b g0 iave been known
ere were several. He cried, "Just look a S b€ on - etter
g ocasel rowlamt that crust youl™ /.- 1 Soon you will sec g, ost traveled trail and
AT Ad T GR +h ar < ey . . ST . ne 7 .
: -1'_‘1_H',£‘1_-.W1th_entl_1us1asm_ my-guides piled out ‘., Grave Site. The gra\"estonesg:-\ _éyard marked 4
of the viiicle for a: closer view. ';?h% Bookcases .~ Torn Fie %(;:mg]'y ﬁo%
j swere ~strange upthrusts . of:‘rock, decomposed ' : |- . _ 1 ) y, the date .
- granitesplt vortieally and certainly resembling -1 00,01 e 31, 19 1909, There 15 onfy one
huge books-ona shelf. Here we were in decid- . - ;¢ possible 'that the storecutte tried to smell
edly.-fascinating' country, high desert support- - -, Owen, . -ei... >onecutler tried to spell-
i in’g*beautiful_‘phésters ofj'_'lt))ric(]idyégesr cactus. . 'O. e T T e e
:>We found cans: of rations abandon y soldiers . = - One mile from the Ko Ko PRI N
¥3during the Desert Strike maneuvers three years i Will come to a sign that doesn’tw ::5 S:ng;lth}l’gg .
ago. We looked ‘about for an'army tank rumored “7i at all. Orif it does .the message is very faint,. ...
0 have been misplaced at that same time, but .. Keep driving straight ahead. - : R S

35 driving  through ““Joshuas, - past ‘the Kessler *- - _ -From:this point on it isn’t'édvi,sébié'toszo
i

Lo

2 Loy fai find-it, T e . S D
4 Lfagego;()tmuih;t along the road.we:came pres-. . . __ Within two hundred yards there will be -
9 éﬁtly to a "Sigh'r'ihat.'saidmile'y's “Camp. This 7=+ anolher sign that doesn’t say anything' anyhow "
‘ was six miles from Cima. Making a righ't turn ?vte fg)st glance, but'qn close fexaminétioh. the -
we followed this; new road to-the Evening Star” ~ | jggathered words advise No Trespassing. Turn -
an impréssive layout mo longer | _ | Roughly eight ‘tenths of a mile slon thic -
anunpressxvelayoutnS)lOngerfn opera .. road a faint sign will rea?if I?or?u I—lﬁ)rgeleorll\%mtglj :

) ; § C{irbonate ‘King Mine—Grover Springs—U.S
. 'Established to' produce tin ore, the Evening ' ! Highway 91. This is your destination, %_5. 9. °

Star . possesses: many deep and unprotected ; Again, don’t monkey around these mines. Three -
" shafts down which the reader can fall if in- ! yvears ago a ‘man named Fred B enbry got & -
. clined to fall down holes. A mama mouse with . hole shot through the back of his pickup while °

one baby lives on a shelf in a.cabin. A smell of in the vicinity of a mine in this particular area,
sage was in the air, and an interesting copper : : and if they will shoot at Benbry they will shoot -
dump. is mthmeasy walk gg:'dlstanCe up a - at anybody, Because if-B?’?bFY_:Qan see a target

Canyon. e :__ ST T R . . v QR D - . L
“ ."“'Bearing north from the Evening Star Mine | _After another two tenths of a mile th L
-1wé‘drove.§long for perhaps two miles, maybe |- . will fork. Choose the narrow trail t% tl?e?:f(é' R
“less, we were getting slightly confused what ' - and drive two miles. Flat-on the ground there = "
-with so many roads running all over the land- : will be a No Trespassing'sign lettered in red. _
 scape, and.came to a sign directing the way-  * Turn rigt. You are traveling gravel tyans, but .
farer to Ko Ko Weef Peak 6 Miles. . 8ood, and the family car will do the job all the - .
e ted 2 i way. Unless there has been a flashflood S
“--.. As stated above, there was a c}?trta;n- deiglree N ' Slishil : - o
" of .confusion in our party and right along ere o 2OW,In slightly less than a mile t
~'we somehow got.tangled up in a maze of trails - will fork, the left trail going up to a b?g I;?ﬁg -
; that deposited. us: in an area sometimes re- © 1n the mountains. You keep to' the right: Sud-
s ferred to as Squatter’s Roost—grand country, ' denly‘ in front of you there will be a few shacks -
-even better than. grand, full of the clean odor and Several f-heg_lthy_{?h‘inesei elmisi No one lives
- of juniper but;-bluntly sneaking, spooky as. hell: : i):l{‘:. t(f)b és‘- an-_-lmte!(‘)éﬁting’ -old “canip ‘séemingly %
. . ._.. - " Lo - Xalmne., ne m] ht even .'t' . ah ) .l‘.
. Up here at an ‘elevation of approximately . ¢po5 _ g Sit' in -the .
fifty’-tgree hundred. feet were many snug little . ae of.an/ ‘_'T_.lm a_r;_d= _h_aye a beer. SRR BT
; houses hiding  among the juniper trees. These : o R g
. were not uncared for shacks. Some pretty nice. s : e - .

~cars were parked. beside the houses, freshly
. Jaundered clothes:hung on trees, but not one
wliving ‘soul’ was in sight.. -« 7 e

p'lgée:trying to gdt
ST

i1 -gver’ that




